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Mission: We prepare and mobilize leaders to work together for the good of the whole community.
Vision: Connect leaders to leaders, leaders to information, and leaders to community.

ON THE COVER: 
Members of the Memphis Tree 
Board use their Biltmore sticks 
to measure the diameter of trees 
along the Parkway System, in 
preparation for Plant the Parkways. 
(See story Page 15)
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A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Alumni and Friends,

The word for this year is “together.” You may recall that I select a 
word each year to guide myself and Leadership Memphis. This felt 
like the year of “together.” 

Together the Leadership Memphis team has earned a Tennessee 
Center for Performance Excellence (TNCPE) Level 2 Quality Award 
to be presented to LM in Nashville this February. Quite an honor, 
indeed. Together we have continued to measurably improve the 
quality of our Executive and FastTrack programs. And, Volunteer 
Memphis will partner with dozens of community partners hosting 

500 service projects for MLK Days of Service which is just around the corner. If that’s not together,  
I don’t know what is! 

Graduate Memphis continues its outstanding efforts with 150 community partners whose goal is 
to join together to increase post-secondary attainment locally, while working together with others 
around the United States as the national center of excellence for College Resource Centers. 

Together we understand how critically important community leaders are in making a difference. So, 
please remember the word “together” as you think about us this year. When you make a tax-deductible 
contribution to Leadership Memphis I always stop and offer up a special thank you. After all, your 
generosity is what keeps the organization going and growing year after year. 

Your generosity also keeps me going. You inspire me. You inspire the entire Leadership Memphis 
team. Just imagine the impact of receiving your gift and knowing you believe in what we do - together. 
Never underestimate how much we need and appreciate your support. Financially and motivationally! 
Leadership Memphis has prepared and mobilized leaders to work together for the good of the whole  
community for 39 years. That includes leaders like you. That includes many of your fellow classmates.  
That includes our wonderful alumni. We’re all in this together, right?

And yes, that includes the participants in our 39th Executive Class and 20th FastTrack Class, both 
currently underway. When tuition covers only 55% of our operating costs, it makes each contribution 
worth all the more. Especially yours! It takes all of us pitching in – together!

Thanks to you who have made that donation. It’s not too late.

Contribute online at http://leadershipmemphis.org/donations, or call the office at 278-0016.

Have a wonderful holiday season!

Sincerely,

President/CEO
Leadership Memphis
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MEMPHIS 3-2-1
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From August 23-25, 2018, Leadership Memphis kicked off its 39th Leadership Memphis Executive Class. Eighty Memphis 
executives spent the next three days learning from leaders across Memphis about the assets and challenges facing our com-
munity. With venues like St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, BRIDGES, the Orpheum and Clayborn Temple, visits to eight 
neighborhoods, and a downtown walking tour by Jimmy Ogle, the class quickly accelerated their knowledge and understanding 
of Memphis and their path to becoming the next Best Class Ever!

The Executive Class had a chance to spend a few hours walking around 
Downtown hearing the stories and the life Memphis used to be from 
Shelby County Historian Jimmy Ogle. 

During the second day of the Memphis 3-2-1 Experience, the Berclair 
Community performed a skit on the stage of the Orpheum, as part as, 
Leadership Memphis Got Talent!

Memphis of the 2018 Frayser community takes the stage for a sing a long 
about their experience on the community tour in Frayser.

Members of the Executive Class of 2018 working together for the first time in an experience called the spider web at Bridges.  

Members of the Hamilton Community in the Executive Class of 2018, visit 
Hamilton High School during their community tour.  

Presenting the 
Leadership Memphis 
Executive Class  
of 2018 finishing 
their day at Bridges.  



MEET OUR PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS
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Ram Achanta Business Systems Advisor, FedEx Services

Snehalatha Borra Business Planning Advisor, FedEx

Myra Burden Director, Business Relations & Customer Service, Shelby County Schools

Charles Carpenter Business Planning Advisor, FedEx Corporation

Tiffany Casey Senior Manager of Customer Experience, MATA

Deloris Clayborne Assistant Library / IR, Memphis Public Library

Brooke Crumpton Specialist, Youth Programs, ALSAC / St. Jude

Kartik Dave Data Science Leader, FedEx Services

LaKisha Davis Residency Supervisor, University of Memphis

Marcina Egedegbe Business Services Certification Analyst, City of Memphis

Nicole Friday Director of Operations, Le Bonheur Pediatrics / Methodist Healthcare

Chad Hampton Community Outreach Coordinator, Parkwood Behavioral Health System

Tony Harley  IT Enterprise Email Analyst, Shelby County Schools

Lamont Harris Owner, Harris & Associates

Foluke Houston Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Coordinator, City of Memphis

Billy Irby Owner / Contractor, Irby Enterprises LLC

Mohammed Malley Principal, Pleasant View School

Albert Jay Martin Jr. Customer Care Manager, Champion Awards

Javier Martinez Director of Customer Care, Champion Awards

James McCraw CRE Sales & Leasing Agent, The Gary Myers Company

Vonesha Mitchell Program Manager, Community Development, Memphis Medical District Collaborative

Gary Moses Senior Business Planning Analyst, FedEx

Dax Nichols General Manager, Huey’s

Durrell Parham Technical Learning Analyst, FedEx Services

Theresa Perkins Business Systems Advisor, FedEx

Shreya Rangampally Webmaster, Champion Awards

Jordan Stewart Communications Manager, Champion Awards

Candace Tate Contract Compliance Specialist, Porter-Leath

Kirbi Tucker Admissions Counselor, University of Memphis

Robin Tucker Quality Advisor, FedEx Services

Pearl Eva Walker Owner / Stylist, Legacy Locks & Natural Styles

Christin Webb Senior Procurement Specialist, Memphis Light Gas & Water

Rusty Adair Global Director, Labor and Employee Relations, International Paper

Cynthia Allen System Community Involvement Manager, Baptist Memorial Health Care Corporation

Jake Allen Deputy Chief of Staff, Shelby County Schools

William Anderson Senior Vice President, Manager of Professional & Private Banking, Independent Bank

Donna Armstard Deputy Administrator - Juvenile Defender Unit, Shelby County Public Defender

Forrest Artz VP of Finance & Administration / CFO, Memphis - Shelby County Airport Authority

Lawrence Blackwell Director of Education and Programs, Hattiloo Theatre

Scotty Boone Head of Portfolio Accounting, Southeastern Asset Management

Rhonnie Brewer Chief Visionary Officer, Socially Twisted

Shunji Brown-Woods Director of Professional Affairs, Smith & Nephew

Jamilica Burke Director of Collaborative Action, Seeding Success

Bryan Burnett Vice President of Marketing, OR Nurses Nationwide

Karen Camper Representative, Tennessee House of Representatives

Jana Cardona Executive Director, Business Network International Mid-South

Kim Cherry

James Crone Trane

Susan Davies Associate Vice Chancellor, Student Affairs & Enrollment Services, UTHSC

Gregorio Diaz Executive Director, Las Americas

Asia Diggs Meador General Counsel, VP of Compliance & Human Resources, Meritan, Inc.

Wendell Donelson II CEO, Donelson’s Catering, Inc.

Diane Duke Executive Director, Friends for Life

Meka Egwuekwe Executive Director, CodeCrew

Susan Elliott Vice President of Programming, Memphis in May International Festival

Brad Emerson Director of Business Operations, U.S. Navy

Christopher  Ezell Vice President of Academic Affairs, Southwest Tennessee Community College

Tim Flack Senior Attorney, Memphis CHiLD, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital

Shane Flynn Manager, IT & Systems, Krone North America

Michelle Fracchia Senior Vice President and Financial Advisor, Pinnacle Bank

Patricia Glaspie Senior Director of Sales, First Choice Sales & Marketing Group

Samuel Goff Realtor, Sowell & Company Realtors  

Will Graham President, Global Quality Solutions International, LLC

Lauryce Graves-McIver Assistant Director, Strategic Partnerships, Memphis Public Library

Michael Gray Director of Operations, Total Management Group

Alan Gumbel Director of Grants and Special Initiatives, GMACWorkforce

Alisa Haushalter Director, Shelby County Health Department

Charlotte Anne Henderson CPA, Senior Tax Manager, Reynolds, Bone & Griesbeck, PLC

Don Holloman Chief Financial Officer / Chief Operating Officer, Memphis Health Center, Inc.

W. James Jacob Chair, Department of Leadership; Professor of Higher Education Leadership, U of M

Lennard James Publisher, Memphis Lifestyle Magazine

Deborah Jones Manager, Learning Technology and Performance Management, FedEx

Hugh Jones SVP; Chief Strategy & Development Officer, Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare

Matthew Jones Senior Quality Manager, The Hershey Company

Michael Jung President, The Commercial Appeal 

Caroline Kuebler Director of Development, Community Foundation of Greater Memphis

Amy Lahey Senior Director, Information Security Officer, ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Adele Landers Wealth Advisor, SunTrust

Travis LeMonte Senior Vice President / Area Wealth Executive, Regions Bank

Shawn Lynch Legal Advisor, Shelby County Assessor

Tonya Lyons CEO / Owner, New Image Family Dentistry

Rebecca Matlock Hutchinson Soulsville, USA Site Director, LeMoyne-Owen College CDC

Jim McCullough Senior Vice President, SunTrust Bank

Michael McGhee President, MDM Investments of Memphis LLC

Nadia Mitchem Executive Director, Volunteer Engagement, ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Kenneth Moody Special Assistant to the Mayor for Community Affairs, City of Memphis

Maria Munoz-Blanco Director of Parks & Neighborhoods, City of Memphis

Randy Odom President/CEO, Memphis Athletic Ministries

Christy Prewitt Senior Director, Strategic Partnerships, ALSAC/St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Erin Raccah Chief Counsel, International Paper

Darrell Ray Vice President for Student Affairs, University of Memphis

Keith Rayburn General Manager, Jordan Aluminum Co

Arthur Richey Associate, Butler Snow

Torrey Rives Logistics Manager, The Hershey Company

Lisa Schafer  Senior Vice President & Chief Nursing Officer, Regional One Health

Mary Sexton Vice President of Resource Development, United Way Mid South

Hayden Simons Senior Director, Revenue Cycle Management, Accredo Health

Andreana Smith Director of the Healthcare Advisory Team and Patient Services, Church Health Centers

Tonye Smith-McBride Instructional Leadership Director, Shelby County Schools

Eric Smrt Director of Distribution, Medtronic

Michael Sutherland IT Manager, Georgia-Pacific

Heather Tetleton Senior Vice President, Consumer Credit Risk Director, First Tennessee Bank

Edwin Thorpe Medical Director, Blue Care, BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee

Lisa Ward HR Manager - Sales & Service, Cummins, Inc.

DaShena Watts Supervisor of Contracts Management, Memphis Light Gas and Water Division

Laurie Whitney Senior Project Manager, Sedgwick

Chris Winton Vice President, Human Resources, FedEx

Rosalind Withers Founder, Withers Collection Museum & Gallery

Joseph Wurzburg Vice President, Mergers & Acquisitions, Monogram Foods

Rodney Young Senior IP Director, Medtronic

F A L L  2 0 1 7  F A S T T R A C K  C L A S S

E X E C U T I V E  C L A S S  2 0 1 8



MLK DAYS OF SERVICE

6

S P O N S O R S :   F E D E X   |   O R  N U R S E S ,  I N C .   |   S E D G W I C K   |   P O I N T S  O F  L I G H T   |   M E M P H I S  C O N V E N T I O N  A N D  V I S I T O R S  B U R E A U
W M C T V   |   O U T F R O N T  M E D I A   |   T H E  C O M M E R C I A L  A P P E A L   |   A U T O Z O N E   |   B A K E R  D O N E L S O N   |   B U C K M A N   |   P I N N A C L E   |  G E O R G I A - PA C I F I C  M E M P H I S  C E L L U L O S E
C U M M I N S   |   B A P T I S T  M E M O R I A L  H E AT H  C A R E   |   R E P U B L I C  S E R V I C E S   |   J E R R Y  A N D  N I N A  PAT T O N  FA M I LY  F O U N D AT I O N   |   M E T H O D I S T  L E  B O N H E U R  H E A L T H C A R E 
M E R C E R  C A P I TA L   |   U N I T E D  W A Y  O F  T H E  M I D - S O U T H   |   R E G I O N A L  O N E   |   VA C O  M E M P H I S   |   TA C T I C A L  M A G I C

K I C KO F F:  5 P M ,  T H U R S D AY,  J A N U A R Y  1 1 ,  2 0 1 8 ,  AT  T H E  B E N J A M I N  L .  H O O KS  C E N T R A L  L I B R A R Y,  M E M P H I S 
Service projects will be held in Fayette, Haywood, Lauderdale, Shelby and Tipton counties in Tennessee; DeSoto, Tate 
and Tunica counties in Mississippi; and Crittenden County in Arkansas. MLK Days of Service is a collaborative partnership 
project of Volunteer Memphis and Leadership Memphis. For more information, please contact Andrea Hill, 901-278-0016 or 
ahill@leadershipmemphis.org.

S AV E  O N E  O F  T H E S E  D AT E S  T O  S E R V E  Y O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  I N  T H E  N A M E  O F  D R .  K I N G
F O U R  D AY S  O F  S E R V I C E

DAY 1 Friday, January 12, 2018 Youth and Education

DAY 2 Saturday, January 13, 2018 Family and Friends Day

DAY 3 Sunday, January 14, 2018 Sunday Service

DAY 4 Monday, January 15, 2018 Community Clean Up

365 SOUTH MAIN STREET  |   MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38103  |   901-278-0016  |   LEADERSHIPMEMPHIS.ORG  |   VOLUNTEERMEMPHIS.ORG 

D R .  M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G ,  J R

LM-0131 SaveDateFLYER MECH.indd   1 12/5/17   11:55 AM



BALDRIDGE AWARD

7

Leadership Memphis has earned the Commitment Award in the annual Excellence in Tennessee recognition program 
administered by the Tennessee Center for Performance Excellence (TNCPE). TNCPE is Tennessee’s only statewide quality 
program and is patterned on the Baldrige Performance Excellence Program, the national standard for recognizing role model 
performance through innovation, improvement, and visionary leadership. Leadership Memphis will accept the award at  
the 25th Annual Excellence in Tennessee Awards Banquet on February 21, 2018, at the Franklin Marriott Cool Springs. 

“ It’s always nice to win an award. It’s always great to be recognized. Receiving a TNCPE 
Commitment Award is validation that Leadership Memphis is a quality organization 
committed to continually improving the processes and systems needed to do 
exceptional work. It also reinforces how important it is to have a team dedicated to 
building quality into all they do.”  - David Williams, President & CEO

Leadership Memphis: Empowering our community to STEP UP!

Through an annual evaluation and assessment process, TNCPE recognizes high-performing organizations that demonstrate 
continuous improvement and role model processes. This year, TNCPE has named 31 organizations as 2017 Award 
winners that represent outstanding achievement in the following industry sectors: health care, manufacturing, service, 
education, government, and nonprofit.

“Organizations that pursue a TNCPE award have a special drive,” Gov. Bill Haslam said. Leadership Memphis’ commitment 
to improvement will reach deep into our community, making a significant contribution to the state’s economy, and the 
wellbeing of its citizens.” 

Organizations apply to the TNCPE program at one of four levels. As the levels increase, so does the depth and complexity 
of the application, which is based on the Baldrige Excellence Framework™. Since the program was founded in 1993, 
only 24 organizations have attained the excellence designation. One will receive the Excellence Award this year; five 
organizations will be honored with the Achievement Award; 24 organizations will receive a Commitment Award; and 
one will receive Interest Recognition.

Commitment Awards are presented to organizations that are beginning to demonstrate serious commitment to, 
and implementation of, performance improvement principles. They have demonstrated progress by identifying and 
putting in place a measurement system to capture data and analyze results, and some key process improvements, 
which are directly attributable to a fact-based improvement process. Special thanks to Donn Fisher, EP’98, Executive 
Director/CEO, Mid-South Quality Productivity Center, and his team, for the guidance and encouragement he provided 
throughout the TNCPE Quality Award application process.

“The TNCPE Awards program helps organizations look at the big picture and continuously strive to implement the best  
practices in their industry or sector,” said TNCPE president Katie Rawls. “But it’s not easy – if it were, every organization 
in the state would be participating. Our 2017 award winners are truly passionate about performance excellence and 
have chosen TNCPE and the Baldrige framework to help them become the best they can be.”

A full list of winners can be found on the TNCPE website (www.tncpe.org)

LEADERSHIP MEMPHIS TO RECEIVE  
TENNESSEE CENTER FOR PERFORMANCE  
EXCELLENCE COMMITMENT AWARD



2017-2018 ALUMNI & FRIEND DONORS
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Power Leader 
($2500+)
Diane Brown
J.W. & Kathy Gibson
NaKeia Grimes
Jay Healy
John Jackson
Terry Lynch
Jeff & Lauren Rower
Patrice W. Thomas
David & Penney Williams

Step Up Leader 
($2499-$1000)
Darryl Arbor
Mike Bowen
Gloria Boyland
David Bradford
Charles Buffington
David Bulluck
Jared Bulluck
Chirag Chauhan
Dr. Reginald Coopwood
Reggie Crenshaw
Damon Bell
Reggie Davis
Willean “Lisa” Driver
Julie Ellis
Robert Fockler
Edmund Ford, Jr.
Jennifer Gilbert
Lauren McHugh-Robinson
JoeDae L. Jenkins
Robert Johnson
Beverly Jordan
Chris & Lurene Kelley
Edith Kelly-Green
Marty Kelman
Ellen Klyce
Linda Lauer
Melvin Lee

Ruth Lentz
Jill M. Madajczyk
Richard Marsh
Lauren McHugh-Robinson
Valerie Morris
Lori Patton
Ginger Pilgrim
Paul Posey Jr.
Terri Riley
Lauren Rower
Karl Schledwitz
Glenn & Linda Sessoms
Heidi Shafer
Patricia (Patsy) Smith
Rufus Smith
Vernon & Barbara Stafford
Joseph Steffner
Brian Stephens
Herman Strickland
Percie A. Strong-Jenkins
Sylvester & Belinda Tate
Mary Tate-Smith
Karren Todd
Michael Uiberall
Chuck Utterback
Shiela Vinczeller
Rick Wagers
Reverend Martha Wagley
Trey Watkins
Monica Wharton
Kami Wigginton
Rebecca Wilson
Scott Wilson

Ambassador 
($500 - $999)
Mr. & Mrs. Sudhir K. Agrawal
Rico Andrews
Pan Awsumb
Rajon Blanding
Anthony & Sonji Branch

Daniel Conaway
Deborah Cotney
Lisa Droke
Bryan Ford
Elizabeth Genco
Michael Greenberg
Tyler Hampton
Sharon Harris
Deborah Hester Harrison
Keenon McCloy
Betty Sue McGarvey
Eileen McGinley
Mark McMath
Pamela & Ben Peternell
Linda Sawyer
Lewie Smith
Anne Sparrenberger
Christopher Spencer
Sridhar Sunkara
Stephen Tower
Fred & Ruth Towler
Dr. Michael O. Ugwueke
Michael & Robbie Weinberg
Sharon Younger

Connector 
($250 - $499)
Ben Adams
Louise Barden
Greg Barnes
Russell Bloodworth
Denise Bollheimer
Jozelle Booker
Otha Brandon
Linda Brashear
William Breen
Ruby Bright
Scott Brockman
Karen Buckner
Caron Byrd
Denise Carpenter

Funding support from our alumni sponsors makes it possible for Leadership Memphis to fulfill our mission. With their financial 
support, Leadership Memphis delivers our community leadership programs, signature events and numerous activities, events 
and continuing education opportunities. Alumni also are invested in LM action initiatives, including Graduate Memphis, which 
increases post-secondary attainment, as well as Volunteer Memphis, which increases volunteerism. The board and staff of 
Leadership Memphis are deeply appreciative to the following alumni sponsors for the difference they make in our community. To 
add your alumni or friend support go online and make your tax-deductible donation at leadershipmemphis.org/donation, call the 
office at 901.278.0016, or mail a check payable to Leadership Memphis, 365 South Main, Memphis, TN 38103.

Sponsors as of July 1, 2017 – December 5, 2017.  Please visit www.leadershipmemphis.org for the most recent sponsor listings updated twice a month.

HELP US CONTINUE TO EMPOWER THE COMMUNITY TO STEP-UP.                         



2017  GRADUATE MEMPHIS HIGHER EDUCATION FORUM
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Cynthia Childress
Dorothy Cleaves
Larry Colbert
Viola Cole
Nancy Crawford
Celeste Davis
Elvernice & Cynthia Davis
David DelBrocco
C. William Denton
Robert E. Duncan
Rafael Durand
Blake Elliott
Karen Ellis
James Etter, Jr.
Donald Fisher
Donna Fisher
Les Freeman
Janice Holder
James Holt
Henry Hooper II
Randall Hutchinson
Ephie Johnson
Carol Jones
Ann Langston
Ms. Casey Lawhead
Scott Ledbetter
Desiree Lyles Wallace
Jerome Makowsky
Estella Mayhue-Greer
Mary McCain
Chris McDermott
Eva Mosby
Gary T. Mosley
Deborah Northcross
Wendy Oliver
James Overstreet
Vicki Palmer
Larry Papasan
Carla Peacher-Ryan
David Poteat
Orr Rivero
Letitia “Tish” Robertson
Ashley Robilio
Marc Rubenstein
Janet Scott
Gwendolyn Shields
Robert Simpson
Linda Sklar
W. Hamilton Smythe
Robert & Dorchelle Spence
Jill Steinberg
Anthony Tate
Theodis Thompson
Janice Toshach

Cristie Travis 
Orpheus Tripplett
Johnnie Turner
Paige Walkup
Alfred Washington
A C Wharton
Linda Williams
Barry Yoakum

Innovator 
($100 - $249)
Jeanne Coors Arthur
Carolyn Bailey
Dianne Berry
Michael Berry
Ceylon Blackwell
Patricia Bogan
Marcia Boyd
Gina & Zach Brewer
Ronald Coleman
Veronica Coleman-Davis
Ulysses Cosby
Dr. Charles Crawford
Pearson Crutcher
Dean Deyo
Henry Doggrell
Tosha Downey
Anne Edmiston
Maurice Elliott
V. Lynn Evans
Phyllis Fickling
William Finney
Rose Flenorl
Michelle Fowlkes
Renee Frazier
Edward Gentry
Robert Gordon
William Gotten
Carolyn Hardy
Henry Herrod
Gene Holcomb
Myron Hughes
Teresa Dyann Jones
William Kenley
Barbara C. King
Rosalva King
Curtis Kittrell
Aurelia Kyles
Michael LaBonia
Mike Lawhead
Nancy Lawhead
Michael Lupfer
Shirley Lupfer

Mark Luttrell
Chris Marszalek
Anne Mathis
Alexandra Matlock
Dr. Mary McDonald
Logan Mitchell
Sheri Neely
Jacquelyn Nerren
Alvis Otero
Gail Petty
Jean Phebus
Dr. Richard Ranta
Laurel Reisman
Ann Rice
Stephanie Richards
Bud Richey
Mike Ritz
Julia Romine
Michael Saine
Donna Sue & Wayne Shannon
Ann McCormic Sullivan
Sheila Terrell
Edwina Thomas
Jon K. Thompson
Sherry Thornton
Harry Travis
Ricky Tucker
Brad Walker
Johnsie Wallace
Karen Ward
Dr. Willie Willett
Nancy Williams
Page Williamson
Betty Anne Wilson
Cindy Wilson
Paul Winter

Alumni Donor  
($1 - $99)
Warner Dickerson
Virginia Dunaway
D. Hutton Easley
Herbert Gerson
Eric Janssen
Rebecca M. Hutchison
Dianne Polly
Dave Skorupa
Melvyn Tuggle

GIVE ONLINE: WWW.LEADERSHIPMEMPHIS.ORG/DONATION
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Funding support from our corporate sponsors makes it possible for Leadership Memphis to fulfill our mission. With their financial 
and in-kind support, Leadership Memphis delivers our community leadership programs, signature events and numerous activities, 
events and continuing education opportunities. Sponsors also are invested in LM action initiatives, including Graduate Memphis, 
which increases post-secondary attainment, as well as Volunteer Memphis, which increases volunteerism. The board and staff of 
Leadership Memphis are deeply appreciative to the following corporate sponsors for the difference they make in our community. 
For information about becoming a corporate sponsor, contact David Williams at 901-278-0016.

Sponsors as of July 1, 2017 - November 30, 2017. Please visit leadershipmemphis.org for the most recent sponsor listings updated twice monthly.

Leader
 ($30,000 and above)

Custom Apparel, Awards, Promotions
www.tshirtchampions.com

901-365-4830

entrepreneur
 ($12,500-$29,999)

TEAM BUILDER  |  $6,500 - $12,499
cityCURRENT
Cummins
HRO Partners
Kroger
Nike
Regions Bank
The Commercial Appeal
WMC-TV
V2 Media

INNOVATOR  |  $3,000 - $6,499
Baker Donelson
Bank of America
Buckman

CBIZ MHM LLC
Century Management
Contemporary Media
Contigo Creative
Huey’s
Independent Bank
MLG&W
Orpheum Theatre
ServiceMaster
SSR Ellers Inc.
St. Francis Hospital
SunTrust Bank
Trustmark Bank and Trust
Whitehorn Tankersly & Davis

ADVOCATES  |  $1,000 - $2,999
ABB Inc.
Black McLaren Jones Ryland & Griffee P.C.
Duncan Williams
First Tennessee
GP Cellulose
Inferno
Innovative Engineering Services, LLC
Jerry and Nina Patton Family Foundation
KPMG, LLP
Linkous Construction
Owen Brennan’s
Pinnacle Financial Partners
Pakistan Association of Memphis
Vaco Staffing

SM

2017-2018 CORPORATE SPONSORS

ANONYMOUS  



2017 MULTICULTURAL BREAKFAST
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Special thanks to Terri Lee Freeman, President, National 
Civil Rights Museum, for her keynote presentation at the 
10th annual Multicultural Breakfast on November 3, 2017 
at the Holiday Inn. She inspired the 500 guests with her 
theme, “Where Do We Go From Here?”. Leadership Memphis 
is also thankful to FedEx and International Paper, our 
presenting sponsors for the breakfast.

WHERE DO 
WE GO
FROM HERE?

David Williams, President & CEO of Leadership Memphis, Terri freeman, 
President of the National Civil Rights Museum, and John Jackson, Vice 
President of Strategy, Planning, Engineering, Innovation & Customer Identity 
FedEx TechConnect.

Members of the Executive Class 2015, Felicia Bean Barnes, James 
Barnes, and Elizabeth Blondis.

Vijay Kalaga, Jimmy Daniel, and Mark McMath

Over 500 Leadership Memphis, alumni, supporters, and friends were 
inspired by the National Civil Rights President, Terri Freeman. 

Andrea Hill, Jeff Rower, Trace Hallowell, and Andi Crawford-Andrus Students from Hutchison visiting with the National Civil Right Museum 
President, Terr Freeman

Tarrin McGhee and Connie Dyson
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ALUMNI IN THE NEWS

Councilwoman Patrice 
Robinson (EP2006) was 
recognized as the 2017 

Elected Women of Excellence 
Award by National Foundation 

for Women Legislators. 

Darrell Cobbins (EP1999) 
was named to the Tennessee 

State Board of Education. 

Brandon Herrington 
(FTF2010) was named 

one of Memphis Business 
Journal’s 2017 Top 40 

Under 40. 

Cheryl D. Floyd (FTS2013) 
was elected President to the 
Tennessee PTA state board.

Jeff Hulett (FTS2010) has 
a new position as PR and 

Communications Consultant, 
currently working with 

Playback Memphis and Room 
in the Inn.

Dr. Reginald Coopwood 
(EP2012) was appointed to 
the national Youth Villages 

Board of Directors.

Tera Upshaw (FTS2013) 
began a new position as 
a Real Estate Agent at 
Benchmark Southwind 

Realtors.

Mario Hendrix (EP2010) 
was named one of Memphis 
Business Journal’s 2017 Top 

40 Under 40. 

Terrice Thomas (FTS2013) 
launched a biblical mentoring 
program for Teen girls called 

The Chat Room.

Dee Griffin (EP2005) 
accepted a position as 

News Anchor for WJBF News 
Channel 6 in Augusta, GA.

William Kenley (EP2007) 
was named Executive Vice 
President of the Methodist 

Le Bonheur Healthcare 
Community Group.  

Bonnie Hollabaugh 
(EP2017) accepted a 
position as Director Of 
Development at World 
Methodist Evangelism.

Hardy Farrow (EP2017) 
was named one of Memphis 
Business Journal’s 2017 Top 

40 Under 40. 

Lakesha Williams 
(EP2015) joined the Board 

of Directors for Susan G. 
Komen.

Alexandra Turner (FTF2010) 
accepted a position as Affiliate 
Broker with Hobson Realtors.

Gwyn Fisher (FTS2008) 
was accepted to the Delta 
Leadership Institute as a 

fellow to participate in their  
10-month Executive  
Academy program. 

Lindsey Roberts (EP2017) 
was named one of Memphis 
Business Journal’s 2017 Top 

40 Under 40. 

Angela Hill (FTS2015) was 
elected as President of the 
Tennessee Recreation and 
Parks Association (TRPA)

Trennie Williams (EP2000) 
accepted a new position 
as Publisher/Editor for 

StarNewsVIP.com.

Jerome Wright (EP2009)
received the Charles E. 

Thornton Award during the 
2017 University of Memphis 

Journalism and Strategic 
Media Outstanding Alumni 

Awards.

Andrea Hill (FTS2015) was 
appointed to the Tennessee 

Volunteer Commission.

Katrina Robinson Lee 
(FTS2017) was named 

one of Memphis Business 
Journal’s 2017 Top 40 

Under 40. 

Marvin Stockwell 
(FTS2008) accepted a 

new position as Director of 
Media Relations for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.

Paulette Luker (EP2004) 
is an honoree in Memphis 

Business Journal’s CFO of the 
Year Awards for the Nonprofit, 

Large category. 

Elle Perry (FTS2015) 
received the Outstanding 

Young Alumna Award during 
the 2017 University of 

Memphis Journalism and 
Strategic Media Outstanding 

Alumni Awards.

Stephanie Bennett 
(FTF2009) accepted a new 

position in International 
Communications at FedEx.

Julie Lansky (EP2014) 
was named one of Memphis 
Business Journal’s 2017 Top 

40 Under 40. 

Ellen Rolfes (EP1986) 
started her own company 

Ellen Rolfes & Associates, Inc.

Katrina Robinson Lee 
(FTS2017) was featured in 
Memphis Business Journal 
for her role as Founder and 

Executive Director of The 
Healthcare Institute LLC. 

Joann Massey (EP2014) 
was named Chairperson 
of Orion FCU Supervisory 

Committee (Audit).
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ALUMNI IN THE NEWS

Monica Wharton (EP2014) 
accepted a new position 
as Senior Vice President 
and Chief Legal Officer at 

Methodist Healthcare.

Susan Mealer (EP2011)’s 
company Answering 

Advantage LLC was named 
one of Memphis Business 

Journal’s Tier 5 Fastest 
Growing Companies. 

Audrey Gregory (EP 2013) 
was named one of Memphis 

Business Journal’s 2017 
Super Women in Business. 

JR Kamra (FT 2012) 
accepted a new position as 

Sr. Manager, Customer Supply 
Chain/ Supply Planning  

at Bayer.

Ricky Tucker (EP 2017) will 
now be the President of the 
Black Business Association. 

Valentina Puppione Cochran (FTF 2008) 
is the majority shareholder and president and 
Charles “Chooch” Pickard (FTF 2009) is a 
principal at the newly re-branded ArchInc.

Jennifer Kiesewetter 
(EP2013) accepted a new 

position as Adjunct Professor 
at Christian Brothers 

University

Justin Rushing (EP2017) 
was elected in July to the 

position of Diversity Chair of 
the Association of Alternative 

Newsmedia. 

Gale Jones Carson  
(EP 1998) was named 

one of Memphis Business 
Journal’s 2017 Super Women 

in Business. 

Kimberly Carlson (EP 2014) 
accepted a new position as 
Area Marketing Director for 

Chick-fil-A Mid-South.

Roby Williams (EP 2009) 
has been name Chief 

Relationship Officer of the 
Black Business Association. 

Regina Burns (EP1994) 
accepted a position as Senior 
Communications Specialist 

for North Texas Tollway 
Authority’s Public Affairs 

Department.

Molly Willmott (EP2014) 
was elected in July to the 

position of President of the 
Association of Alternative 

Newsmedia.

Olliette Murry-Drobot  
(EP 2012) was named 

one of Memphis Business 
Journal’s 2017 Super Women 

in Business. 

Reginald Porter (EP2013) 
accepted a new position 
as Senior Vice President, 
Enterprise Operations at 

ALSAC St. Jude.  

Shantelle Leatherwood  
(EP 2011) is now the  

CEO of Christ Community 
Health Service.  

Dorian Spears (GR2008) 
has joined the Momentum 
Nonprofit Partners team as 
Special Projects Manager.

Peter Abell (EP2015) has 
a new position as President 

and CEO of Memphis 
Symphony Orchestra.

Ashley Robilio (EP 2009) 
was named one of Memphis 

Business Journal’s 2017 
Super Women in Business. 

Alan Crone (EP2002) has 
been named to the Super 

Lawyers list, issued annually 
by Thomson Reuters.  

Scott Brockman  
(EP 2013) has been elected 

as chairman of American 
Association of Airport 

Executives.

Karl Schledwitz (EP1982)’s 
company Monogram Food 
Solutions LLC was named 
one of Memphis Business 

Journal’s Tier 1 Fastest 
Growing Companies. 

Latoria Taylor (EP2013) 
has a new position as Vice 
President of Development 
for Junior Achievement of 

Memphis and the Mid-South. 

Bathsheba Sams (EP 
2004) was named one of 

Memphis Business Journal’s 
2017 Super Women in 

Business. 

Senator Mark Norris 
(EP1991) has been 

nominated for a judgeship  
in the U.S. District Court for 

West Tennessee.  

Nicole Gates (FTF 2010) is 
Radio Host on the Finding My 

Way Radio Network.

Kim Heathcott (EP2012)’s 
company Clarion Security 

was named one of Memphis 
Business Journal’s Tier 3 

Fastest Growing Companies. 

Debra Gates (EP 2016) 
was named one of Memphis 

Business Journal’s 2017 
Super Women in Business. 

Alex Smith (EP 2017) was 
named one of Memphis 
Business Journal’s 2017 

Super Women in Business. 

Felicia Bean Barnes  
(EP 2015) has been 

appointed chair for the 
Memphis Urban League.  
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MLK Days of Service 

January 12-15, 2018
Join thousands of volunteers all across the Mid-South in remembrance of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and serve your city. If you have an interest in hosting a volunteer 
project, team, or are interested in volunteering  visit www.volunteermemphis.org. 

14th Annual Leadership Awards Luncheon 

March 7, 2018 11:30am to 1:00pm

Hilton Memphis, 939 Ridge Lake Blvd
The 14th Annual Leadership Awards Luncheon will recognize top community 
leaders and organizations as well as Shelby County students for their work in 
the community. The Keynote Speaker will be Josh McManus. Josh is a problem-solver 
working in post-industrial cities with entrepreneurs, corporations and foundations to 
help people positively transform the places that they love. His presentation theme 
will be “For-More-Than-Profit: The business of building better cities”.

Plant The Parkways

March – April 2018
Volunteer Memphis is coordination with Memphis City Beautiful and the City of 
Memphis are planting up to 100 trees on the medians of North, South, and East 
Parkway. Community members are encouraged to help sign up and volunteer in the 
planting of the trees.  The planting will occur on various days throughout March 
and April. For more information visit www.volunteermemphis.org. 

Annual Higher Education Forum

April 18, 2018

Location TBD
Join us as we discuss how to build a higher education ecosystem that support 
students to & through completion. We encourage alumni and supporters who are 
interested in hgher education to join the conversation. 

Volunteer Memphis Awards

June 28, 2018 - 6:00pm to 8:00pm

Location TDB
The volunteer Memphis Awards, a community-wide volunteer recognition event, is 
a celebration of volunteerism and an opportunity to say “thank you” to volunteers 
that make Memphis a better place.  Tickets are $15. Visit volunteermemphis.org 
for more information.  

JOIN US

NOMINATIONS/APPLICATIONS
Nominations and applications are now being accepted for the 40th Anniversary Executive Program class which beings in August 2018, 
as well as the FastTrack Spring 2018 program which begins February 3, 2018. It’s easy to go to leadershipmemphis.org/ApplyNow 
and start the process. Alumni can also email David Williams at dwilliams@leadershipmemphis.org with a nomination.  
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Volunteer Memphis, an action initiative of Leadership 

Memphis, in partnership with Memphis City Beautiful, is 

the recipient of a $225,000 KRESGE Foundation grant for 

Plant the Parkways. And while the most visible aspect 

of the grant will be planting new trees to replenish the 

existing Parkway System, an equally important part 

of the grant involves engaging the community in the 

process in a way that promotes inclusiveness. 

Currently, more than a dozen trained volunteers will 

inventory every tree within the medians of the 11.3 mile 

Parkway System. Plant the Parkways will focus on the 

8.5 miles of parkway medians. Those conducting the 

inventory will provide invaluable information for the 

project consultant, Ritchie Smith Associates Landscape Architects, such as the size, varietal type, and condition of 

each existing tree. Many of the volunteers are members of the City of Memphis Tree Board. In the weeks ahead a 

series of community meetings will be held to discuss Plant the Parkways and to seek input on the project, identify 

individuals, neighborhood organizations and institutional stakeholders who want to be involved in the project, enlist 

volunteers to work on the project and determine options for long-term sustainability for the Parkway System.

Walking the Parkway System during December is part of the final pre-planning phase of Plant the Parkways. GIS mapping, 

creating 23 detailed base maps, and understanding which trees are best suited for the project have consumed 

months of preparation. Preparation is expected to move to action by early spring when the planting phase of Plant 

the Parkways is projected to begin.  

Those interested in more information about Plant the Parkways and the yet-to-be-confirmed dates, times and 

locations for the community meetings, can add their name and contact information to the Plant the Parkways 

registration form on the Volunteer Memphis website, volunteermemphis.org. Andrea Hill, director of Volunteer 

Memphis, will follow up as work begins in organizing the community meetings. 

The Parkway System is considered park land and is under the City of Memphis Division of Parks and Neighborhood 

Services. The Parkways, designed by renowned landscape architect George Kessler and created in the early 1900’s, 

frame the center city, which contains more than 225,000 residents and intersects ten zip codes. 

Members and Volunteers of the Memphis Tree Board gather to inventory the 
trees around the parkways system on December 1, 2017. 
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Plant The Parkways



365 S. Main St.
Memphis, TN 38103

Leadership Memphis can also accept appreciated stocks and securities. 

Call David at 901-278-0016 for easy details.

We accept VISA, MC, AMEX and Discover.

Give online at leadershipmemphis.org/donation.

Call the office at 901-278-0016 and give over the phone.

Send a check in the Business Reply Envelope in this newsletter.

Consider a tax-deductible 
gift to Leadership Memphis


